



                 
             
 
                     
                 
                 
                 




             
                     
                   
                 
                     
             
 
                   
               









As the lead author on scholarly articles 
published in journals like 
Plant Science, Annals of Botany and GENE, Dr. Lekha Sreedhar, 
associate professor, horticultural sciences, has proven herself an 
excellent academic. 
But 16 years of study and research in plant sciences is only 
part of the reason Sreedhar has helped to make JCCC’s 
horticulture program a success in terms of quality and growing 
number of classes. The real reason is Sreedhar’s passion for 






















Rebecca Walker­Garoutte, Lenexa, worked in the floral design 
business 28 years before enrolling at JCCC, where she is due to 
receive an associate’s degree in May 2010. She is the greenhouse 
coordinator and likes the idea that she is supporting education 
by caring for a large variety of plants and trees inside and 
















“The skills students learn at JCCC are beneficial to the industry. 
Students receive an underlying depth of knowledge that they 


























Agriculture in order to provide her stu 
speakers and plum internships at loca 
Johnson County Park and Recreation D 
field trips to places like the Loose Park 
member of the Kansas City Rose Socie 
Overland Park Arboretum and Botanic 
relationships with nurseries, garden ce 
companies, propagation facilities, gard 


















students – floriculture, pomology (study 
(study of vegetables), viticulture, nurser 
greenhouse management, landscape de 
interiorscaping, micropropagation and h 
Sreedhar is positive that anyone who lik 
find a specialty to their liking. If one do 
her hands dirty, Sreedhar will espouse m 
tissue culture – a new trend for nurserie 
in vitro 










         with the horticulture
          m the U.S. Department
          ri Departments of
            dents with professional
          l nurseries and the
          istrict. She organizes
               Rose Garden (she’s a
            ty directorial board),
        al Gardens and K State
        e. She has cultivated
        nters, landscaping
      en/hardware suppliers
          e exposed to a variety
            aterials from cultivars












             to horticulture
       of fruit), olericulture
        y management,
      sign, turf management,
      orticultural therapy 
            es plant sciences can
                esn’t want to get his or
            icropropagation in
              s to mass
        from small pieces of
           plants. Other options











Sreedhar networks in the community 
department at K­State and officials fro 




Research and Extension Center, Olath 
and biotech companies so students ar 
to tissue culture media. 
Rebecca Walker­Garoutte, greenhouse coordinator, plans to earn 
her horticulture associate’s degree in May. 
Champion of the variety of fields open 
– 
propagate/clone superior plants 
stock plant and rescue heavily infected 
horticultural sales. 
and has about 300 in her home. 
know and so much we don’t know.” 
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Sean Connolly has plans to become a golf course manager. 
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